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Four excerpts were re-coded as a result of this review process; and the resulting summary of
themes and representative excerpts is reported in the results and dlscussmn sectlon

In a final stage of the research, transcripts were edited in consultatlon W1th each practitioner to
produce a richly descriptive narrative profile; or “practitioner profile.” The full collection of
profiles is intended to stand alone as the essential result of the. mtemews—-the summary and
description reported here is therefore intended in part as an invitation to peruse the full profiles.

(avaﬁable from the author pending practitioner consent)

Borrowmg from program theory evaluatxon methods, an mducuve-descnpuve exammatlon of
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o SR : Likert Cards . ‘ .
The averaged results of the Likert-card rankings are listed in Table 1 for the most highly ranked
outcomes (those scoring 5.5 or higher on a scale of 1-6). With a non-random sample, =12,
these numbers-of course cannot be considered statistically significant or representative of OEM
as a whole, but they summarize responses within this purposive sample of successful program
models. Not surprisingly, the top four categories are related to God, faith, and spiritual growth,
with more typical OE/outdoor recreation outcomes such as fun, personal growth, community,
and transference following, and with environmental education goals (e.g., respect for nature,
environmental awaréness) following mostly in the top 20. : :

. . TABLE 1
Top Likert-Card Outcome Emphases
Outcome/Goal S . RangeMean.
' Growth in relationship with God . 56 -591
Spiritual Renewal -~ - ° - 56 - -5.75
Growing in one’s faith walk - : 46 575
Spiritual growth ‘ . 4-6 . 5.67*
Fun EE - 5-6 567
Personal Growth ‘ 5-6 - 5.67
Experience of Community : 46 5.67
Transference of lessons into daily life 4-6 558
Connection with natural world 4-6 558
Respect for others - © 46 558
Increasing one’s faith - . : 46" 55
Respect for nature T 46 55
Spiritual connection with nature 46 55

*Spiritual growth ranked above other 5.67 scotes due to
higher frequency of 6’s (n=12; scale = 1-6).

Differences jn the ranking of outcomes were only a matter of degree of relative emphasis, since
all but thres of the 52 outcomes were ranked as being desirable, positive program goals. But
these results may suggest a pattern of program emphases and priorities. As such the top priority
of these programs seems to be the spiritual life (with a theocentric focus,. focused first on.God),.
then a selection of standard outdoor and  experiential education oitcomes, and then
* environmental goals. The main themes that emerged from content analysis of the transcripts

reinforce these stated goals.

- _ o Content Anaiysis ' . .
The following seven themes and their sub-themes emerged from content analysis of .the
interview transcripts. The accompanying excerpts help characterize each theme.

Perceived Eﬁéctiveness. The same familiar anecdotal refrain of OE was commeon among the

practitioners, for many indicated that OEM is one of the most effective things they have ever

done. Nine of the 12 made comments directly along these lines, while the other three more
44
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specifically commented that they are committed to this work because of an irrevocable 'sénse of

You know, I don’t know how many great seﬁnons I would have to preééh before 1
could accomplish; or'be a part of, a ministry this effective. ' :

It's just a good way to édﬁcate. ... It’s the most effective thing I've ever done. -
- I've tasted the honey, and I know what this kind of experience cando. -

- Of course such self-reports have not sufficed to justify such programming, either in religious or '
non-religious OE.contexts--at least.not to most funders and decision makers. But these outdoor
ministérs, like other outdoor educators, perceive their vocation as having great potential.

. Learn from Nature and Community. All 12 of the leaders alluded to this theme, that the trips
they lead provide an out-of-thé-ordinary opportunity to learn about life and about oneself, from
. nature and from communal expérience outdoors. They suggested that in a way, their trips can
teach participants’ about whom they are and how to live if they attend to their environs and one
another: : . : : . ;

I think the rock a;md.the wildémess has been a great mentor to me in my life...
wilderness as spiritual director. - ' ' .

. [Sometimes metaphors for God are drawn from nature as a sort of “nature
- mugget,” like comparing the shell of a turtle to the “armor -of God.” These can
yield good metaphors, but] I believe they are not as profound as the relationship
metaphors that We see in ecological interactions and lessons... These deal with .
. relationshipsat a much more sophisticated level, so they have human and spiritual
“relationship implications... And so there are lessons that they may use as they .
learn to live with each other. ' o

“The best we can do is hone in on awe and wonder, and live the experience of '
Christian community . . . living as part of the Body and with our differences.

" Two sub-themes attended this theﬁe,‘a% and wondet,” and ‘_rélatioiaships.’ And both sub-
themes were related to nature and to the communal experience. " - ‘ '

Relationships. 1 believe very strongly as Christ did, that when you use object
lessons from nature, that they teach us-about buman interactions with each other.
But they also teach us about how-we relate to our Creator. And ultimately it’s all
about relationships. ' . .

Awe and Wonder. 1 want them to-catch the wonder and joy of things, more than
the personal toughness act... I want them to find that wonder dnd that joy in those a
‘simple things, in the simple thing of a good meal, or, you know,. o bake
something on the trail. It's like! “Wow.” T mean, suddenly bread is transformed
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into, dare we say, something holy, something more wonderful than the molecules
that make it up... Those are things that can be life transforming for them. As
much so or more so than being able to say they made it tothe top of the mountain.

Describing a terrifying encounter with a flash flood, one leader sald

I think the thing I learned from that, and came away with and have never
forgotten, was a real sense of respect. The word awe, totally awesome, which
gets used colloquially, is'a very laden phrase in Hebrew. Yirah HaShem is a real
phrase in classical Jewish tradition, and HaShem is the word for God, and Yirah
means awe in both the sense of amazing and terrifying. . And when we talk about
the world being awesome, and when in Hebrew you use the phrase Yirah

_ HaShem--there was something about the terror of awesomeness that I really got
that night. .

This leader also mentioned that such stories eveke Abraham Joshua Heschel’s (1955) phrase
radical amazement, described as a step toward religious belief--a nouon that joins this theme
with the next. A

Connect Learning with Scripture. All of the practmoners talked dn'ectly about this theme, or -
gave examples of it (11 emphasnzed it strongly, while for one it was a minor emphasis). Many

noted relevant texts, like the creation stories, various Psalms, Romans 1:18 or 8:19-23, or the

theological commentaries of the Talmud or other scholarly and ancient sources. Practitioners

claimed that both the ecological lessons and the community experiences, and certainly other

aspects of mps can be helpfully interpreted in light of scripture. Doing so anchors the moment,

connects it in the sense of religare, to something more than just the partlclpant s subjective

experience of it. Since scripture describes a full spectrum of human experiences in relation to-
God and creation (Kathleen Norris, 1997) has suggested that the Psalms alone accomplish this),

it, and a knowledgeable interpreter of it, becomes a prime resource on the trail:

Yeah, we’re going to schlep a Torah around out here; you can’t be a Jewish
community in the world without it :

I’'m convinced that Christian camping is successful in large part because, even
almost by accident, we have copied what Jesus did. He was a teacher, a rabbi
...[and] Jesus took his 12 students, his disciples, and he took them outdoors...
Colossians 1 says Christ was with God in the beginning when the things were
“created... As the creator he has an awareness of the intrinsic lesson that he wants
to share with people, and most of his parables [found in scnpuu'e] are nature
oriented.

Don’t teach and nof connect with the Lord... Don’t teach nature and not make
that connection, because it’s a life connection. Every time they see that tree,
they’re drawn back to that connectlon you made years before... Don’t leave out
scripture.
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