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AN EXAMINATION OF THE IMPACT OF EXPERIENTIAL EDUCATION MODELS
USED IN CROSS-CULTURAL PROGRAMS ON
THE MORAL REASONING OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

Jordana DeZeeuw
University of New Hampshire

Many programs have been developed over the
years to evaluate the effectiveness of developing
moral reasoning and behavior in students (Rose,
1992). Dilemma discussions, role-taking activi-
ties, Just Community, service-learning programs,
and reflective processing are all techniques that
have evidenced moral development in their par-
ticipants (Rest, et.al, 1999). The study of moral
development and the conditions enhancing it
have recently come to include an examination of
outdoor and experiential models of education, as
previous research done indicates that a fusion
between “significant role-taking experiences and
active reflection” positively stimulates moral de-
velopment (Conrad & Hedin, 1981). The purpose
of this study was to ascertain if a student’s moral
reasoning may be enhanced during cross-cultural
immersion programs, which intentionally incor-
porate experiential learning (i.e., the cycle of ex-
perience  reflection transfer new knowl-
edge). Using the University of Minnesota’s Cen-
ter for the Study of Bthical Development Defin-
ing Issues Test — 2 (DIT-2) as a quantitative in-
strument, the study looked at the indicated differ-
ences in the moral reasoning of 50 students be-
tween the ages of 14 and 18 before and after their
experiences on Global Routes and Interlocken
travel programs. Both organizations operated
four- to six-week international trips with leaders
focusing on facilitating educative growth in their

participants through their program’s structure.

Programs occurred in Western Europe, Costa
Rica, St. Lucia, Ecuador, Kenya, and Tanzania.
Though Garvey (1991) experienced a ceiling ef-
fect with his students® DIT pre-tests, during his
doctoral examination of Semester At Sea under-
graduate students’ moral development, his quali-
tative findings (drawn from interviews and stu-
dent journals) seem to indicate an increase in
moral reasoning. The current study aimed at fo-
cusing on cross-cultural immersion and moral

development in programs that are explicitly de-
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signed toward experiential learning and reflec-
tion. Global Routes and Interlocken share a mis-
sion statement firmly focused on experiential
education, and their summer program demo-
graphics are younger students who are not all
necessarily self-selecting, making this study
unique from previous research in moral devel-
opment with similar programs, such as Semester
At Sea. This study intended to contribute re-
search detailing the program efficacy of Inter-
locken and Global Routes by demonstrating that

" their trips serve as interventions in increasing

students’ moral reasoning. The DIT-2 was ad-
ministered during the Summer of 2002. Results
show that participants’ mean pre-test scores were
higher than the norm P% score for senior high
school students taking the DIT-1, provided as a
comparison, and there was a statistically signifi-
cant increase in students’ DIT-2 moral reasoning
scores from pre-test to post-test. Specific in-
creases or decreases for each program are de-
tailed further in the study, as well as correlations
for gender, previous international experience,
spirituality, political affiliation, and motivation.

This study is currently being supplemented
with qualitative interviews, focusing on the pro-
gram that had a complete data set (i.e., all partici-
pants' completed both a pre- and post-test) and
whose participants demonstrated the most signifi-
cant increase in scores. The interviews will help
provide a broader understanding of what compo-
nents (i.e., group dynamic, international exposure,
facilitation techniques, personal growth, etc.) may
have contributed to the indicated increases in
moral reasoning scores.
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