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Academic H"eraldry

.74 s an occasion meant fo be both joyful and
solemn, Commencement lends itself o the
pageantry of an academic procession rooted in
medieval fimes. The gowns and hoods wom by
faculty members, candidates for graduation, and
platform dignitaries, disfinguish the institution from
which the wearer was or will be graduated, the level
of the degree eared, and the field of leaming.

In 1985, American colleges established o
standard code of academic dress, specifying three
types of gowns. The gown for the bachelor’s degree
has pointed sleeves, the gown for the master’s
degree has an oblong sleeve with the front part cut
in an arc, and the gown for the doctor’s degree has
bellshaped sleeves. The doctor’s gown is also
trimmed in velvet. The hood’s inner lining, which
folds out at the back and center, indicates the colors
of the institution granting the degree, while the
border, which comes around to the front of the neck,
represents the field of learning.

The black mortar board cap is standard. Ifs
only distinguishing feature is a gold tassel worn by
the holder of the doctor’s degree.

Che Mace

C he mace is a ceremonial staff used os a
symbol of authority. The mace bearer precedes the
platform party and places the mace on a special
stand where it reqains while the official proceedings
of Commencement are under way. SUNY Cortland’s
mace, the “Torch of Leaming,” is made of silver and
rosewood and was created by local silversmith John
Marshall. ™

Che Go;;{al(md

C he three bright banners carried in the
academic procession are called gonfolons. The
gonfalon in red, white, black and grey represents the
College. The gonfalon in shades of peach ond green
represents the School of Professional Studies. The
gonfalon in blue, grey and burgundy represents the
School of Arts and Sciences. The gonfalons were
designed by Libby Kowalski, professor of art and art
history, and Kathy Maher, o 1984 SUNY Cortlond
graduate. The standards were made by Bard
Prentiss, associate professor of art and art history
emeritus, and J. Eric Kroot. Materiols were provided
by the Gilbert and Mary Cahill Foundation and
Distinguished Teaching Professor of Sociology/
Anthropology Emerita Rozanne M. Brooks.




Alma Mater

By lofty elm trees shaded round,
Tioughnioga near,
Our grand old Cortland College stands,
to all of us how dear!

We'll sing to thee, dear Alma Mater,
Of love that shall never die,
We'll strive for thy glory etemal,
Keep thy stainless honor high.
Inspiring each son and each daughter
The noblest aims to fry,

All thy fame and thy spiri
Thy might are ours
As the swift years hurry by.




College Council Members

Mr. John F. Edwards ‘86 Mr. Martin J. Mack ‘76
Mr. Harold . Ferguson ‘70 Patrick McHugh ‘77
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Ms. Martha S. Atkins ‘88, Co-chair Dr. Kathleen Lawrence Ms. Tracy M. Rammacher

Dr. John L. Fauth, Co-chair
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