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T E X T  T Y P E S ,  

C O M P U T E R S ,  

A N D  

T E A C H I N G :  

H O W  D O  

T H E Y  W O R K  

T O G E T H E R ?
E S R A  C E K E R



T E X T  T Y P E  A N A LY S I S   P RO J E C T

• A genre/text type was chosen, and its most important 

grammatical features were found. 

• A sample of the text type, emphasizing the most 

significant grammatical features was written.

• An essay was written to describe how the chosen 

grammatical elements 'work together' to convey the 

text type's communication purpose.



C O R P U S

A N D  

C O R P U S  L I N G U I S T I C S

• CORPUS

A large body of naturally-occurring language.

• CORPUS LINGUISTICS

Corpus linguistics is a science that conducts 

computer-based quantitative and qualitative analyses 

of language usage.



H O W  WA S  T H E  C O R P U S  

C O L L E C T E D ?

• Digital based/on computer.

• Little over  100,000 words.

• News reportage- New York Times Economy section.



G R A M M AT I C A L LY  

TA G G E D  C O R P U S

C O R P U S W A S  T A G G E D  W I T H  

A  P O S  ( P A R T  O F  S P E E C H )  

T A G G E R  D E V E L O P E D  B Y

T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  C E N T R E  

F O R  C O M P U T E R  C O R P U S  

R E S E A R C H  O N  L A N G U A G E  

A T  L A N C A S T E R .



Q UA N T I T A T I V E  A N A L Y S I S  

( F RE Q U E N C Y- B A S E D )



K E Y N E S S  A N A LY S I S

• Finding significant differences between corpora. 



W H A T  D O E S  I T  C O M P A R E ?

• Once controlled for size, the specific text type is compared to a general corpus of 

written English, which contains a very large number of text types.

• The frequency of grammatical features in the chosen text type is compared to the 

frequency of grammatical features in the general corpus of written English.



R E S U LT S

NEWS REPORTAGE

NY TIMES/ECONOMY 
CORPUS

GENERAL CORPUS 
OF WRITTEN 

ENGLISH

The frequency of these 

grammatical features was 

significantly higher in the 

NYT economy section 

corpus.



Q U A L I T A T I V E  A N A L Y S I S
M A K I N G

‘ C O M M U N I C A T I V E  S E N S E ’   
O F  G R A M M A T I C A L  

F R E Q U E N C Y



T O P  F E A U T R E S  

F RO M  N E W S  

R E P O RTA G E :   

N Y  T I M E S  

E C O N O M Y  M I N I  

C O R P U S

Plural nouns:  (informational 
discourse)

3rd person singular- simple present 
tense :explanations

Prepositions - prepositional phrases 
(informational discourse)

General comparative adjective (e.g., 
older, better, stronger)

Superlative adjectives



U S E  I N  T E A C H I N G

• Students become aware of the 

connection between text type and 

grammar.



C O N S C I O U S N E S S  R A I S I N G  A C T I V I T Y

Plural nouns Prepositions 3rd person singular present tense General comparative adjective Superlative adjectives

People, businesses, and investors are all concerned. They believe the economy is likely to worsen rather than improve. The

currency fluctuations have the greatest impact on enterprises. Some business owners stated that they will store their

commodities since they expect higher sales prices by the end of the year and may not have the money to purchase those

products the following year. From the largest organizations to the smallest businesses, those who do not want to experience

the year's largest loss have adopted safeguards. Following the currency's devaluation, Apple ceased selling electrical

products. They know that currency collapse benefits dollar earners and results in looting. Furthermore, some gas stations

closed because they were afraid of being negatively impacted since a higher price increase in this situation does not benefit

the prior sale. Nonetheless, while measures have been taken to prevent larger losses, they will not be sufficient in the long

run. Businesses may downsize and begin to terminate employees, which will not help the tight labor market, as there has

already been a significant problem with unemployment.



Q U E S T I O N S ?  



T H A N K  YO U  F O R  L I S T E N I N G !
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