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President's Letter 

to Alumni 

I t  is with a feeling of utter helpless
ness that I undertake this expression 
to our alumni. 1 here are no words at 

niy command that adequately reveal 
the gravity of our need on the two 
issues I wish to write about. In fact, 
I undertake this column at all only 
because I believe that Cortland alumni 
have a spiritual understanding that 

will enable them to interpret my plea. 

The first grave issue has to do with 

enrollment. I he people of our great 
state do not yet realize that our schools 

will soon be without teachers of young
er children. There is now an over
whelming shortage of kindergarten and 
first grade teachers. Soon this will be 
true for other grades as well. We have 

tried through our faculty, coordinator 
of field services and other administra

tive officers and through our student 
body to reach promising young men 
and women graduating from our high 
schools. It is very difficult to do this, 
because we don't know them. You do, 
however, for they are the boys and 
girls who grew up in your town; you 
see them even now on their way to and 

from school. Knowing them so well, 
you can cell those who have a capacity 

for grow h, a deep social sympathy and 
a belief that things can be worked out 
so that ours will be an ever better 
society. If you stopped some of these 
bright boys and girls on the street and 
talked to them about becoming teach
ers of children in our public schools 
you would impress them. They would 

recognize that this is a challenge, else 
why would you go out of your way to 

make this personal appeal? If you 
stopped ten young men and women 
and only one came to Cortland it would 
be infinitely worthwhile. In four years 
that one would be influencing directly 

thirty or more children each year. 
Each child would be influenced by the 
teacher and would, therefore, in turn 

influence parents and so the ever wid
ening circle would reach out until it 
embraced even our own community. 
We need better young men and women 
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in the teaching profession. I am asking 

you particularly to help us in our en
deavor to get them. 

My second appeal I regard as equally 

significant to the welfare of Cortland 

State 1 eachers College. It is an appeal 

to you to do something to advance our 

alumni organization. A college and a 

college program is very easily inter

preted as something that takes place 

on the campus in the city where the 

college is located. That, however, is 

only a fragment of the story for a col

lege program is going to be measured 

by the public at large in terms of the 

graduates it turns out. We want to 

make ours a better training program. 

We need the help of an organized and 

strong alumni body. The Executive 

Secretary of the Alumni Association 

has done a valiant job. This magazine 

is a testimonial to the strength of our 

organization. But these material 

achievements are insufficient. What 

will you do in your community during 

the next few months to get Cortland 

people together, to discuss and eval

uate Cortland objectives and program 

and finally to give to us the benefit 

of your comment and discussion r I he 

alumni, to be effective, must be organ

ized. Our Alumni President and Sec

retary both stand willing to advance 

this end but they need your help and 

support. 
During the past months many 

things have happened at Cortland. 

These pages tell of some of them and I 

could, at great length, tell you still 

others but I shall not, because I wish 

to emphasize the significance of these 

two issues with the exclusion of all 

other considerations. Will you, pei-

sonally, give us a handr 
Donnal V. Smith 

President. 

Alumni Day 
Saturday 

June 12, 1948 

Marie Schuler '30 
1 he new president of the New York 

State Association for Health, Physical 

Education and Recreation is an alumna 

of Cortland, MARIE SCHULER '30, who 

is the teacher of physical education in 

the senior high school at Kenmore, 

N. Y. She is the second woman in the 

history of N.Y.S.A.A.H.P.E.R. to hold 

this office. 

During 1945-46, Miss Schuler was 

treasurer of the Association of Women 

in Physical Education in New York 

State, and in 1946-47 she was president 
ot that same Association. During the 

summer and fall of 1947, she was ap

pointed by Dr. Francis T. Spaulding, 

the then Commissioner of Education 

of New York State, as a member of 

the Advisory Committee on Teachers' 

Salaries to study the Teachers' Salary 

Law and to make recommendations 

for (1) suggested regulations and (2) 
a Handbook to implement the law and 

to be used as a guide by local school 

authorities in putting the law into 

operation. She also served as chair

man of the sub-committee on Stand

ards, with the assignment to develop 

recommended standards of excep

tional service, and a list of observable 

activities by which these services 
could be judged in order to determine 

eligibility, for the promotional incre

ments as prescribed by the law. 

Also in 1947, she was the New York 

State representative to the Eastern 

District A. A. H. P. E. R. Conference 

which was held in Brooklyn, N. Y., in 

April. 
As president - elect of the N.Y.S.A. 

A.H.P.E.R., she has been serving as 

program coordinator for the meeting 

of this association held in Syracuse last 

month (January, 1948.) 
From April 5th to 9th, 1948, she 

will be the N. Y. State Representative 

to the Eastern District A.A.H.P.E.R. 

Conference which will be held in Balti

more, Md. From April 23rd to 28th, 

1948, Miss Schuler will be the N. Y. 

State Representative to the Legislative 

Council of the A.A.H.P.E.R. Confer

ence to be held at Kansas City, Mis

souri. 
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Iota Plii 
Yes, this is our first public appear

ance to tell you graduates old and new 
that Iota Phi is the start of a special 
graduate club for all health education 
majors. Our history is very simple 
but perhaps it will be the simplicity 
that gives everyone a chance to enjoy 
it and be a part of the audience. 

To begin at the right spot, I'll take 
you back to last June, before gradu
ation, when we held our "inauguration 
meeting." The health majors who 
started the line of Cortland's health 
education majors at this time were 
bound they would get together in the 
future as they had in the past at 
C.S.T.C.—through the means of mak
ing this new organization sound off. 
Sort of post-hence!! lota Phi became 
their unanimously applauded title and 
m e m b e r s h i p  b e g a n  w i t h  e i g h t  . . . .  
100% at the time. Everyone was put 
into office and we said that we'd meet 
100% again at the time of each health 
education institute during the coming 
years. 

So far I think each graduate major 
could recap some very fine profession
al experiences and with a recent poll 
taken, I will try to let you in on the 
exchanges they offered. If you're 
wondering whether or not health edu
cation is agreeing with these majors 
full-time, it seemed confident that 
there was plenty of energy behind their 
answer of YES! May I mention here 
that Dot Hanlon is back in nursing 
work this year and has written a very 
important letter which all of you should 
get via the round-robin—so watch for 
it and pass it on. Then we have Niag
ara Falls, Binghamton, Bradford, Pa., 
and Maiden, Mass., all showing signs 
of health education from C.S.T.C.— 
and from the reported spots my infor
mation goes somewhat as follows. 

I have an idea we might make it 
unanimous that grading seems to be a 
problem. I his showed up on the list, 
as did finding status in the school on 
the whole. Perhaps since then both 
of these items have been under thought 
a lot more and your exchanges here 
would be a big help, I'm sure. 

Surveying the community work able 
to be done by health teachers, right 
about now we've begun to appreciate 
what they are doing for us and I m 
sure we would all enjoy hearing what 
tvpe of organization has been worked 
out in your community— 

The students are the big thing in any 
event, and make the program in teach
ing what it is—both by way of need 
and satisfaction. 

More about Iota Phi next time and 
let's hear from you on the exchanges, 
o.k. ? 

HELEN MIDDLETON. 

The Corlonors 
'Way back in the year 1900, a group 

of young women who were members of 

the Corlonor Sorority, were graduated 

from the Normal School and went out 

to teach. Saddened by the farewells 

that must be said, sixteen of these 

Corlonors resolved to have a "round-

robin" letter with which to keep in 

touch with each other. Through all 

these years, the letters have been cir

culating and the old friendships have 

become closer and closer. Marriages, 

children, grandchildren, promotions, 

losses—all have been chronicled. Until 

1940 our circle was unbroken. The 

first to pass on was EVELYN CLAPP 

Eaton '00. Shortly after, we lost VER-

DENE PECK Hull '10 in California; then 

JANE HOSMER '99 in 1946; DELL BAR

THOLOMEW '00 of Youngstown, Ohio, 

last year; and MINNIE STUBBS Beach 
'00 on January 5, 1948. 

I h e  s u r v i v i n g  m e m b e r s  o f  t h i s  

closely-knit loyal group of friends are: 

JULIA SHEEHAN '02 of Tully, N. Y.; 

GRACE BURGHARDT '00 of Cortland| 

FLORENCE ELLIOTT '02 of Fairport, 

N. Y.; BEULAH STUBBS Shoemaker '01 
of Ithaca, N. Y.; MARGUERITE MORSE 

'03 of Chenango Forks, N. Y.; EVA 

PORTER 02 and ELLEN NORTON Gr 
ville '02, of Richfield Springs and DA" 
tona Beach, Florida; FLORENCE CHAF 
FEE '00, Los Angeles, Calif.; FLORA 
MILLARD Strong, Pasadena, Calif-
SUSIE DAVIS Morse '02, Jacksonville' 
Florida; and HELEN LEONA BALDWIN' 
'00 of Jackson Heights, N.Y.C. FN 

later years we were joined by LEILA 

BARTHOLOMEW '01, who died in 1940 
and DOROTHEA BULL '00 of Auburn 
N. Y. 

Many reunions haw been held, the 
last one at the cotragr of Dorothea Bull 
on Owasco Lake, in 1946. Ten mem
bers were present, well as other old 
Cortland friends. The years have 
changed our appearances, but the old-
time friendships still remain just as 
fresh and loyal as of old. 

Signed: HELI N L. BALDWIN 

The annual reunion luncheon of the 
Corlonor-Agonian alumni of Greater 
New York and vicinity was held last 
October 18, 1947 at rim Herald Square 
Hotel, New York City. As several 
members were out of town or other
wise engaged, the attendance was 
smaller than usual. Those present 
were: HELEN L. BAI >WIN '00; BESSIE 
L. HINDS '02; GRACE E. HULL 02; 
MARY B. MACKEY 07; MARY L. 
PEASE '07 and MAR'S CONWAY SHEA 
'95. Two of this number, Misses 
Mackey and Peaie, IT still teaching. 
While the others have retired, they all 
have absorbing activities and interests, 
and enjoy life to the fui st extent. 

Editor s Note: — It appears most 
heartening that alumni of so many 
years' standing have retained their 
loyalties and friendships; are there 
other groups which get together now 
and then to renew the spirit of friend
ship first formed at Cortland? Word 
from the Corlonors is to the effect that 
they would like to have other alumni 
of Agonian or Tri Sigma join with them 
for their reunion, as Corlonor was the 
predecessor of both. Your alumni 
office will be glad to give you informa
tion. t 


