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™meECAC

The Nation’s Largest
Athletic Conference

The Eastern College Athletic Conference is a voluntary
association of 233 colleges and universities throughout New
England, the Middle Atlantic states, Virginia, the District of
Columbia and into North Carolina. Institutions of every size
and composition are members — from the largest state-
supported universities to the small private or church affiliated
colleges, lending the conference an unparalieled diversity in
membership.

This unique variety in philosophy and difference in focus
from the accepted definition of the “college conference” gives
the ECAC a rare place in the annals of collegiate athletic ad-
ministration.

A Conference of conferences, the ECAC umbrella covers
dozens of playing conferences and other associations. From the
Big East and the Ivy League to the Pennsylvania and New Jersey
State Conferences and the New England Small College Athletic
Conference, schools which compose those leagues also hold
membership in the ECAC.

It is through this strong, traditional affiliation of the
member schools and their individual conferences that the
ECAC has been able to rise to its powerful role on the national
collegiate spectrum. Since nearly 30% of the National Col-
legiate Athletic Association is made up of ECAC members, the
ECAC has a prime ability to speak as a unified voice on inter-
collegiate athletic matters and play a leading role in the
development of national athletic policy and action.

From the viewpoints of both philosophy and personnel, the
ECAC and its impact upon the NCAA is well documented. The
ECAC and its member colleges have been prime movers toward
the development of the sense of divisional unity and self-
direction which the NCAA now enjoys. Boston College athletic
director William J. Flynn has served both as NCAA and ECAC
President to head the list of prominent ECAC supporters who
have also served important leadership roles throughout the
NCAA.

The ECAC was founded in 1938 as the Central Office for
Eastern Intercollegiate Athletics. And from the start, the con-
ference, under the leadership of its first Commissioner, Asa S.
Bushnell, addressed the concerns of its members in the same
responsive fashion which remains today. The Central Office
helped create order out of the often chaotic and tempestuous
eastern collegiate athletic administrative scene of the 1930s. As
responsibilities were handled by the Central Office, the member
colleges saved time, money and effort and had certain vital
aspects of their administration handled efficiently.

Perhaps the most critical of these matters was and remains
to be the assignment of officials for the member institution’s
contests. Prior to the founding of the Central Office, this chore
was handled on a piecemeal, institutional basis, without the
consistency and sense of fair judgment necessary. Upon ac-
cepting this challenge from its members, the ECAC has become
responsible for the recruiting, training, evaluating and assign-
ing of varsity and junior varsity officials in 13 different sports.
In addition to the work required to produce over 15,000 of-
ficiating assignments annually, the ECAC has taken a primary
role in the re-assignment process and the verification of
schedules among its member colleges and affiliated officials.

The ECAC assigns officials for regular season and cham-
pionship events in the sports of baseball, basketball, fencing,
football, gymnastics, hockey, soccer and wrestling, as well as
for the ECAC affiliate championships in cross country, indoor
and outdoor track, crew and swimming.

In addition, the ECAC professionally manages numerous
championship tournaments for its member colleges. In par-
ticular, the Division I regional basketball, hockey and baseball
tourneys and the Division II hockey tournament earn their win-
ners automatic berths into the NCAA championships. The
ECAC sponsors championships in soccer, tennis, lacrosse and
golf, one of the largest amateur golf championships in the na-
tion. And starting in 1982-83 the ECAC will, for the first time,
sponsor championships in sports for women student-athletes.
The ECAC office also helps manage the championship tour-
naments of its affiliates in cross country and track (ICAAAA
and Heptagonals), wrestling (Eastern Intercollegiate Wrestling
Association), fencing (Intercollegiate Fencing Association),
swimming (Eastern Intercollegiate Swimming League), crew
(Eastern Association of Rowing Colleges and the Intercollegiate
Rowing Association), and gymnastics (Eastern Intercollegiate

Gymnastics League).

The Asa Bushnell Center — ECAC Headquarters

Traditionally, the Eastern College Athletic Conference has
helped establish, interpret and enforce certain standards of
eligibility for the individual student-athlete at the member in-
stitutions. An important element of that eligibility counsel has
come in the persons who have served on the eligibility commit-
tees of both the ECAC and the NCAA.

The Eastern College Athletic Conference helps promote
and encourage interest in the intercollegiate athletic programs
through the work of the Service Bureau, an information service
which handles public relations, publications and administers
the various all-star selection processes.

An annual fixture is the Schedule-Making Session and
Convention, during which a great deal of business and com-
munication about common concerns takes place. The schedul-
ing session affords the conference athletic administrators the
opportunity to fill out their future schedules with fellow ECAC
members — colleges with like athletic and academic
philosophies through the expanse of the ECAC geographical
region — at a tremendous time saving.

The ECAC is currently staffed by 15 full-time employees
with a part-time officials’ supervisory staff of 15. Under the
direction of its third Commissioner, Robert M. “Scotty”
Whitelaw, the ECAC has a rich administrative tradition.
Whitelaw replaced former Commissioner George Shiebler in
1972, after the long-term associate of Bushnell’s had succeeded
the inaugural ECAC Commissioner for 2 years. Bushnell, wide-
ly recognized as one of the premier amateur athletic ad-
ministrators in American history, served as Commissioner for
32 years.

The ECAC's current headquarters, the Asa S. Bushnell
Center, located in Centerville, MA on Cape Cod, and named
after the Conference’s founding father and first Commissioner,
was dedicated in 1974. Prior to the move to the Cape, the ECAC
had been situated in New York City, originally in the Hotel
Roosevelt, then the Hotel Biltmore, briefly in the Military Park
Hotel in Newark, NJ, before 16 years in the Royal Manhattan
Hotel.

The ECAC, the nation's largest athletic conference. re-
mains unique in its tradition, diversity and setvice.
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WIDENER UNIVERSITY (10-3)

Eriday, May 141, 2:30 p.m.

FROSTBURG STATE (8-8)

Saturday, May 12

2 Pama 1884 ECAC Div. III
Lacrosse Champion

MARY WASHINGTON COLLEGE (7-4)

Friday, May 11, 4:30 p.m.

CORTLAND STATE (13-2)




